The purposes of this study were to evaluate the levels of ethical climate and moral distress and to identify factors that affect moral distress among clinical nurses who work in neonatal intensive care unit (NICU). Methods: Correlation study was conducted on 152 NICU nurses of 7 university hospitals. The collected data from October to November 2013 were surveyed using a self-reported questionnaire. The data were analyzed with SPSS/WIN version 20.0. Results: The average of ethical climate score was 86.82, and the average of moral distress score was 5.16. For moral distress, there was a significant difference between marital status and number of years of experience. Ethical climate were negatively correlated with moral distress (r=-.54, p<.001). Factors Influencing on moral distress explained 45.1% of the variance in clinical career of NICU and the ethical climate.
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